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SHOW
GUIDE
Theater Etiquette
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: To actively explore proper theater behavior.

Discussion: “Etiquette is a word we use to describe the way people behave when 
they are in social situations with other people. What is the proper etiquette when 
you see a play? How should you behave during the show? Is it the same way 
you should act when watching a movie at home or playing outside? Is it okay 
to laugh during a play if you think it is funny? Is it okay to talk to your neighbor 
during the performance?”

Brainstorming: As a class, create a list of ways that audience members might 
behave, good and bad, while in the theater. Write these behaviors on the board in 
two different columns: one for “Good Theater Etiquette” and one for “Bad Theater 
Etiquette.”

Modeling: Pick two students to come and sit in chairs in front of the class. Ask 
them to act out one of the “Bad Theater Etiquette” behaviors (with the teacher 
if desired) for ten seconds. Then have the class discuss why the behaviors were 
inappropriate and how they could be fixed. Now have the two students act 
out one of the behaviors under “Good Theater Etiquette” and discuss why this 
behavior is better. 

Activity: Give the entire class one of the scenarios from their list of bad 
behaviors, like talking to their neighbor or not paying attention. Have the class 
act out this behavior for ten seconds then ask the students how they think this 
behavior makes the actors or the other audience members feel. Have them fix the 
behavior and act out this new scenario for twenty seconds. Repeat with a few 
other bad behaviors from the list.

 
 

Pre-Show Activities
Two Sides to Every Story
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 20-30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will explore new perspectives when approaching a 
character. 

Discussion: “In The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, everyone in town thinks the 
Herdman kids are horrible! There are always two sides to every story. Let’s think 
about some other 'horrible' characters we know, but let’s try to look at their 
point of view. How might different characters view a situation differently? Why 
might the Big Bad Wolf, or the Evil Stepmother, be seen as 'horrible'? How could 
these characters justify their actions?”

Brainstorming: Create a brainstorming list of villains and “horrible” characters 
from literature. Examples could include the Evil Stepmother in Snow White, the 
Giant in Jack and the Beanstalk, or Maleficent from Sleeping Beauty. Discuss 
why these characters are traditionally known as villains. 

Activity: In small groups, or individually, students will tell one character’s 
story from a new perspective! Encourage students to act out the story in a 
60-second scene. 

Extension: Have students put their new story to paper by creating their own 
storybook complete with text and illustrations! 



Write To Us!
Letters may be written to:

Michael Miller, Literary Manager
2001 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE  68102

Emails may be sent to:
Michael Miller at 

michaelm@rosetheater.org

Facebook:  Rose Theater – Omaha
Twitter:  @RoseTheaterCo

upcoming
shows

Free Funding Is Available for Field Trips!  We understand that budgets are 
tight. That’s why we’re offering two great solutions to help pay for your school’s field trip 
expenses. Both Nebraska Arts Council and Target Stores are offering financial assistance to 
help undertwrite the cost of providing your students with experiences such as those provided 
by The Rose Theater. For more information, please visit www.nebraskaartscouncil.org (click 
“Grants” to see all categories) or www.target.com/fieldtrips.

Workshops at Your School
The Rose offers several workshops that can take place AT YOUR SCHOOL.  A 
professional Rose teaching artist can visit your clasroom for one to five days in a 
one week time period to explore, through drama, a curriculum topic of your choice.  
To register your class for a workshop that will take place at your school, please 
contact Melissa Richter at (402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org.    

Workshops at The Rose
A workshop AT THE ROSE is the perfect way to explore themes from a school field 
trip show or learn about the profession of theater.  A professional teaching artist 
with a college degree in dramatic arts education will lead your class.  To register 
your class for a Workshop at The Rose, please contact Melissa Richter at 
(402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org. 

Visit www.rosetheater.org for more information!

Want to book a workshop?

The Meaning of Maggie 
BEST FOR 3rd - 8th GRADE

 QUIRKY COMING OF AGE STORY 
75 MINUTES

Adapted by Victoria Stewart
Based On The Book By Megan Jean Sovern

Published by Chronicle Books

Full of instantaneously relatable 
characters, The Meaning of Maggie is a story 
about how growing up is an adventure that 
lets us strengthen the best parts of ourselves 

and reaffirms the importance of family.

Seedfolks
BEST FOR 2nd - 8th GRADE

 STUNNING TAPESTRY OF HUMANITY
60 MINUTES
By Paul Fleischman

Produced by Children’s Theatre Company, Minneapolis, MN

When Kim decides to turn the rat-infested lot 
next to her apartment into a place to plant 
some beans, she activates each and every 
member of the community around her. Un-
flinchingly honest and unabashedly heart-

warming, Seedfolks is filled with raw, inspiring 
stories you’ll never forget. projections and 
animation bring Fleischman’s world to life.



Be A Horrible Herdman!
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 15-20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies to explore different characters. 

Discussion: “In The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,  we meet a lot of different characters who move and act differently. How 
did the Herdman kids act in the beginning of the musical? What about during the pageant? How did they act at the end of 
the musical?”

Activity: Invite students to find their own individual acting spaces spread out around the classroom. Using their bodies, 
instruct students to, “Be a horrible Herdman!” Students will make frozen statues of one of the Horrible Herdman kid 
characters. Continue with other characters from the musical. Some examples include, “Be Grace when she is very nervous 
in the beginning.” “Be Mrs. Armstrong when she breaks all her bones and is in the hospital.”

Extension: Once students have explored some of the musical’s characters using their bodies, voices, and imaginations, 
invite them to write a short monologue, or story in first person, from their favorite character’s point of view.. Invite 
students to read their monologue for the class.

Relationship Mixer
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 15-20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will work together to use their bodies to explore different character relationships. 

Discussion: “In The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, there are a lot of characters with different kinds of 
relationships. These different relationships affect how the characters treat each other. We can tell 
a lot about how characters feel about each other through what they say, but we can also tell by 
how these characters act around each other—how they stand, how they sit, how they move, 
how they look at each other. It’s important to pay attention to these relationships to better 
understand the characters in the play, just like it can help us better understand each other in 
real life.”

Modeling: Brainstorm a list of relationships seen in this play (ie: parent/child, siblings, 
friends, bully/victim, teacher/student, reverend/congregation, husband/wife, 
etc.). When brainstorming this list, discuss which characters could fit into each 
relationship, to help the students visualize them. Choose one relationship, and 
ask for volunteers to come make statues of the two (or more) people in this 
relationship. Provide feedback about which physical choices make the 
relationship clear, and which could be clearer. 

Activity: Invite the students to “mingle”, or walk around the room. Play 
soft music (holiday music might be fun or use a musical instrument) to 
denote to the students that you want them to mingle. When the music 
stops, clap your hands to indicate the size of the group students 
should arrange themselves in. For example, if you clap your 
hands 3 times, students will quickly get into a group of 3. Then, 
call out a relationship from the brainstormed list. Students must 
arrange their bodies in a frozen picture of that relationship. Then 
repeat with a new relationship and a new group. 

Extension: Tap frozen students on the shoulder and invite them to say 
aloud what their character is thinking. 

Post-Show Activities



'Tis the Season for Magic Clay
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies and imaginations to pantomime objects.

Discussion: “For the Herdmans, their yearly Christmas basket was a very special gift. Yet, when they performed in the pageant, they 
happily gave away their gifts of mashed potatoes, pork ’n beans, a ham, and a toy. Receiving gifts can be great, but giving them can 
be even more wonderful. Today we are going to use our imaginations to create and give each other presents.”

Modeling: Pantomime rolling a ball of clay. Show the students the imaginary ball of Magic Clay, while explaining the Magic Clay 
can turn into any object. Pantomime molding the clay into an object (like a flower, a hat, or even a hula-hoop), and show the class 
how to interact with the object (like smelling the flower, wearing the hat, or hula-hooping). Give the gift to one of the students, who 
should say “Thank you,” before interacting with the object themselves. 

Activity: The class will continue this process of molding the clay, interacting with their object, and then giving it away, until every 
student has had a turn, and the Magic Clay returns to the teacher.

Extension: The class can do another round of the activity, but this time without speaking! 

What Happens Next?
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 20-25 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their imaginations to explore the characters’ lives after the events of the play.

Discussion: “In The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, the characters end up with different points of view than they had at the beginning of 
the play. From what we see at the end, it looks like their lives may be quite a bit different going forward. Let’s think about what these 
characters might be doing if we saw them a week later, a month later, or even a year later.”

Brainstorming: “How do you think the Herdmans might act differently at school now? How might the other children treat the 
Herdmans differently? What kinds of performances would the new singing group, The Three Wiseguys and Bob, do? What might 
happen at next year’s Christmas pageant?”

Activity: In small groups, invite students to choose which characters from the musical they would like to write a scene about. Invite 
groups to share their scenes.  

Side coaching: “How much further in the future will your scene take place? What might be different for these characters?” 

Extension: Invite students to write a scene that takes place 1 year in the future, then 5 years, then 10 years! What are the Herdman kids 
doing in 10 years?



 
 Meet the Artist, Jerry Brabec! 
Jerry Brabec has served as Music Director for many (30!) musical 
productions at The Rose Theater including A Christmas Story, Honk, Peter 
Pan, and Shrek and is looking forward to Newsies in June 2018.  We asked 
him to tell us more about his work on The Best Christmas Pageant Ever!

Q: Can you tell us about being a Music Director?  What is the Music Director’s 
job in the creation of a musical?

A: The Music Director works as a member of the production team to help the 
Stage Director’s vision of their show become a reality.  At The Rose Theater, a Music Director coaches the actors 
in preparation to sing a show in two different ways: either with a prerecorded soundtrack with orchestration or 
by coaching singers in preparation for live musical accompaniment.  There is a big difference between the two 
and it’s the Music Director’s job to know how to help the cast be successful with either one!
 
Q: How did you become a Music Director?  Did you have to take special classes?

A: Luckily, my college background was in Music Education and teaching in a large high school for 12 years 
really helped.  Piano lessons in elementary school, organ lessons in middle and high school, and classes in 
orchestration and arranging in college were more than busy work.  Further study and a Masters of Music degree 
with a specialty in Choral Conducting helped to “seal the deal!”
 
Q: What is your favorite thing about being a Music Director?

A: Getting to know the actors and working with a cast to make the music “come to life”…it’s so much more 
than just what is on the page of the vocal score!  Watching the show as it progresses from performance to 
performance is great fun!
 
Q: What is a challenging part of being the Music Director of a show with so many actors, like The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever?

A: One thing I focus on is how the student and adult actors can use their voices in a healthy way to enhance 
their character and the overall performance. Singers’ voices can get really tired with daily rehearsal demands. 
Individual actors must know their instrument well enough to realize when it (the voice) needs to rest.
 
Q: Are there any catchy songs in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever that you just can't stop humming!?

A: The music for the church ladies is some of my favorite…close harmonies that can be sung with a lot of 
attitude!  The character Imogene sings a lovely ballad that is so simple and heartfelt.  There really is 
something for everyone!
 
Q: Do you have any advice for a young person who would like to become a Music Director when they grow up?

A: Take keyboard lessons, start watching classic musicals on Netflix, read Broadway reviews on Facebook, offer 
to work backstage in the wonderful community theaters that abound in the Omaha metro area, sign up for 
voice, drama  and dance classes at The Rose in the BROADWAY at The Rose program, audition for shows that 
interest you in your school or in the community, watch and learn from great orchestral conductors…the list 
could go on and on!

Thank you for sharing your work with us, Mr. Brabec!

Behind the Scenes Spotlight: The Music Director!



Explore More!
If you enjoyed The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, be sure to check out these 
other great resources!

Books You Might Enjoy!
1) The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson

       Read the book that the hit musical is based upon! Do you spot any differences between the two?

2) The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson

       Imogene, Claude, Ralph, Leroy, Ollie, and Gladys Herdman haven’t changed a bit. They still set things on 

       fire and knock the other kids black and blue. Maybe behind all of the outrageous pranks, there is something 

       good about the Herdmans?

3)  How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss

       The Grinch hated Christmas, the whole Christmas season! But did he really? Another story about how making assumptions      

       about people could be harmful. 

Movies You Might Enjoy!
1)  How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Universal Pictures 

       In this live-action adaptation of the beloved children's tale by Dr. Seuss, the reclusive green Grinch (played by Jim Carrey)     

       decides to ruin Christmas for the cheery citizens of Whoville. However, the bitter grump finds a hitch in his plans when he        

       encounters the endearing Cindy Lou Who. 

Places To Visit
1) Tannenbaum Christmas Shop, 1007 Howard St., Omaha, NE  68102

       Omaha’s own Tannenbaum Christmas Shop is a one stop shop for all your Christmas decoration needs! Located in 

       historic Old Market. 

Season Sponsors Show Sponsors Opening night sponsor


