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Theater Etiquette
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will actively explore proper theater behavior.

Discussion: “Etiquette is a word we use to describe the way people behave when 
they are in social situations with other people. What is the proper etiquette when 
you see a play? How should you behave during the show? Is it the same way 
you should act when watching a movie at home or playing outside? Is it okay 
to laugh during a play if you think it is funny? Is it okay to talk to your neighbor 
during the performance?”

Brainstorming: As a class, create a list of ways that audience members might 
behave, good and bad, while in the theater. Write these behaviors on the board in 
two different columns: one for “Good Theater Etiquette” and one for “Bad Theater 
Etiquette.”

Modeling: Pick two students to come and sit in chairs in front of the class. Ask 
them to act out one of the “Bad Theater Etiquette” behaviors (with the teacher 
if desired) for ten seconds. Then have the class discuss why the behaviors were 
inappropriate and how they could be fixed. Now have the two students act 
out one of the behaviors under “Good Theater Etiquette” and discuss why this 
behavior is better. 

Activity: Give the entire class one of the scenarios from their list of bad 
behaviors, like talking to their neighbor or not paying attention. Have the class 

Pre-Show Activities act out this behavior for ten seconds then ask the students how they think this 
behavior makes the actors or the other audience members feel. Have them fix the 
behavior and act out this new scenario for twenty seconds. Repeat with a few 
other bad behaviors from the list. 
Spooky Sentence Story!
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 15-20 MINUTES

Objective: Students will work together to create a spooky, fictional story. 

Discussion: “Many of us may have heard of scary stories before. Maybe from our 
family members, around a campfire at night, or even from our friends. A myth 
is a story that has been passed down from generation to generation. Sometimes 
myths are meant to scare people. Most often, these scary stories are not true, 
but they still seem to make people scared. Why do you think some myths and 
folktales still scare people after so many years? Do you think the stories change 
over the years? What makes a scary story believable to you?”

Brainstorming: Create a list of ‘scary’ or ‘spooky’ things, creatures, or events on 
the board.

Activity: Seated in a circle, one student will begin a story with one sentence. 
Going around the circle, each student will add the next part of the story, with just 
one sentence. 

Side Coaching: Encourage students to really listen to one another, and think 
about the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 

Extension: Students can create frozen pictures of moments from their fictional 
spooky story. 



Write To Us!
Letters may be written to:

Michael Miller, Literary Manager
2001 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE  68102

Emails may be sent to:
Michael Miller at 

michaelm@rosetheater.org

Facebook:  Rose Theater – Omaha
Twitter:  @RoseTheaterCo

Free Funding Is Available for Field Trips!  We understand that budgets are 
tight. That’s why we’re offering two great solutions to help pay for your school’s field trip 
expenses. Both Nebraska Arts Council and Target Stores are offering financial assistance to 
help undertwrite the cost of providing your students with experiences such as those provided 
by The Rose Theater. For more information, please visit www.nebraskaartscouncil.org (click 
“Grants” to see all categories) or www.target.com/fieldtrips.

Workshops at Your School
The Rose offers several workshops that can take place AT YOUR SCHOOL.  A 
professional Rose teaching artist can visit your classroom for one to five days in a 
one week time period to explore, through drama, a curriculum topic of your choice.  
To register your class for a workshop that will take place at your school, please 
contact Melissa Richter at (402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org.    

Workshops at The Rose
A workshop AT THE ROSE is the perfect way to explore themes from a school field 
trip show or learn about the profession of theater.  A professional teaching artist 
with a college degree in dramatic arts education will lead your class.  To register 
your class for a Workshop at The Rose, please contact Melissa Richter at 
(402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org. 

Visit www.rosetheater.org for more information!

Want to book a workshop?upcoming
shows

Elf: The Musical
BEST FOR 2nd - 8th Grade  

MUSICAL CHRISTMAS COMEDY • 
2 HOURS PLUS INTERMISSION
Book by Thomas Meehan and Bob Martin.

Music by Matthew Sklar. Lyrics by Chad Beguelin.

Based on the New Line Cinema film written by David Berenbaum.

Originally produced by Warner Bros. Theatre Ventures

In association with Unique Features

Buddy the Elf has always been a little different. 
Even among his professionally festive 

Christmas coworkers Buddy really stands...
TALL! But when Buddy learns from Santa that 

he’s a human, the enormous former elf 
embarks on a quest to the sparkling city of 

New York during the holidays to find his father.

Return to Niobrara
BEST FOR 4th - 10th Grade  

HISTORICAL FICTION DRAMA • 75 MINUTES
By Mary Kathryn Nagle

180 years ago, Steven's great-great
grandfather Chief Standing Bear stood up 

in court and demanded that a federal Judge 
recognize that Indians are "persons" under the 

law. Today, following an altercation where 
Steven is bullied at school on account of his 

long hair, Steven must follow in his 
grandfather's footsteps and speak out against 

his school's attempt to force him to cut his 
hair, and ultimately, to erase his identity.



Silent Film Recreation
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 20-25 MINUTES

Objective: Students will recreate scenes from Goosebumps as a group through pantomime.

Discussion: “A silent film is a type of movie that was popular in the 1910’s and 1920’s. They were made in 
black and white and had no sound at all. Sometimes subtitles were used, but mostly actors had to use 
big facial expressions and large body movements to help the audience understand what was happening 
in the film. Have any of you seen a silent film before? How do you have to think differently when 
watching or acting in a silent film?”

Brainstorming: In the musical we watched, Goosebumps: The Phantom of the Auditorium, there were 
a lot of mysterious things that happened while students were singing. What were some scenes that you 
think would have been fun to watch if there had been no words or singing at all? Were there scenes that 
would have been scarier with no sound? Were there scenes that would have been really funny without 
sound? Let’s make a list of scenes that we could act out silently that still tells the story of The Phantom 
of the Auditorium.”

Modeling: Choose a spooky or mysterious story to act out that is NOT from Goosebumps: The Phantom 
of the Auditorium. Use pantomime to clearly portray the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Once 
it is over, ask the students what emotions were seen in the scene, where the scene took place, and the 
overall plot. 

Activity: Split the students into groups of 4-6 and invite them to choose one scenario from Goosebumps: 
The Phantom of the Auditorium. Challenge them to work together to silently recreate the scene. work 
together to silently recreate the scene. Once they have practiced, have each group come up one at a time 
to perform their silent scenes in front of their classmates. 

Extension: Challenge the students to practice their scenes in silence as well. The scenes could remain a 
surprise until after they’ve shared. Invite their classmates to guess which scene they chose. 

Post-Show Activities



Haunted Soundscapes
IN OR OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their voices and imagination to create the sounds of spooky settings. 

Discussion: “Very few places are perfectly silent. Let us sit and listen to the room for a few moments. Now, who can raise their 
hand and tell me one thing we heard? What else? Even in a quiet classroom, there are many sounds. Let’s think about some 
of the sounds we heard in the musical, Goosebumps: The Phantom of the Auditorium. Were there any spooky sounds? What 
might we hear if we were in a haunted auditorium?”

Brainstorm: Create a list of spooky settings on the board: Haunted House, Graveyard, Haunted Auditorium, Basement, Attic.

Activity: Invite the students to choose which location from the list to explore first. Invite a student to use their voice to create 
a sound that might be heard there. One by one, invite more volunteers to add to the scene, until an entire location is created 
with multiple sounds. 

Extension: Challenge the students to work in small groups to create several 

different spooky soundscapes. When they share the soundscapes, invite 
the other students to close their eyes and just listen. 

Don’t Let the Teacher Catch You!
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies to take risks. 

Discussion: “Phantoms move quickly and swiftly in order not 
to caught! Today we’re going to play a freeze game that will 
encourage you to take risks while moving like a Phantom.”

Activity:  Invite students to find their own space in the classroom. 
Instruct them to use their bodies to make a frozen picture of a Phantom. “I 
am going to be Emile, the janitor character from Goosebumps. When I am 
in the room, you all must freeze! If I see you moving, you must come with me to 
help clean the Auditorium [or sit down, or be out]. Whenever I turn my back, or leave the 
room, you will come to life and show with your body how Phantom-like you can be. But don’t let me catch you moving!”

Side Coaching: Encourage students to be bold whenever Emile the janitor isn’t looking! Encourage students to move their 
bodies and make sounds like a Phantom might. 

Choose Your Own Adventure 
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their imaginations to create a different version of the same story. 

Discussion: “R.L. Stine is the author of all of the Goosebumps books. In some of his books, he gives the readers the option 
to “Choose their own adventure”, meaning at the bottom of the page, he gives the reader two to three options of how the 
story could go and then they have to turn to a specific page to see what happens next. This way, there are multiple ways the 
story could go. The characters could end up in a much better situation or an even worse situation. What are the positives to 
choosing the path you follow? The negatives?”

Brainstorming: “What are some events in the musical we watched that could have gone a different way? Do you think those 
events would have gone better or worse?” Create a list on the board. 

Modeling: Invite a small group of 3-4 students to model an example in front of the class. Choose one event from the musical 
to explore. Guide the students in creating a tableau [or frozen picture] of that event the way it was portrayed in the musical. 
Then, guide the students as they create a new tableau of how it could have gone differently. Guide the students in swiftly 
moving from one tableau to the other. 

Activity: Invite students to form small groups of 3-4 and choose a different event from the musical to explore. Encourage 
them to create two tableaux: one of how the event actually was portrayed in the musical, and another of how it could have 
gone differently. Share the tableaux group by group. 

Extension: Add dialogue to the frozen pictures. Tap a student on the shoulder and invite them to say one line as if they were 
that character. 



 
 
Meet the Artist, Craig Moxon!

This is Craig’s third season as the Director of Lighting & Sound at The Rose Theater.  He 

received his MFA in Design and Production from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.  

Some of Craig’s favorite shows that he has designed at The Rose include:  Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Van Gogh and Me, Wonderland—Alice’s Rock and Roll 

Adventure, Robin Hood, and last season’s Newsies.

Q: Can you tell us about the job of a lighting designer?

A: A lighting designer is a storyteller! Something very special about my job is I get to use light to help 
to tell the story.  I can change the mood of each of the scenes by making it look bright and fun, or 
gloomy and dark.  By using the elements of design, such as color, texture, and intensity, I can make 
the audience feel a certain way, and help to make the world for the story to be told.  I do this by 
manipulating all the individual lights that are hung up over the stage to create the “stage picture.”  I 
like to think of each of those lights as my paint brushes that I use to illustrate the story.

Q: What is something you're excited about the audience experiencing in Goosebumps?

A: I am most excited about being able to bring the audience to spooky places during the show.  Also, 
I will have to do a few lighting tricks, much like a magician! One challenge is the lighting will have 
to play a large role in building suspense.  It will be a lot of “sleight of hand” on my part to trick you 
into seeing what we want you to see as an audience member.  So, I’m going to have to be a bit of a 
magician, which is both challenging and exciting!

Q: How did you become a lighting designer? Did you have to take any special classes?

A: I have always enjoyed reading books and drawing something how it looks in my imagination.  
Becoming a lighting designer seemed to come natural to me and allows me to make the biggest 
brushstrokes possible to make a story happen!  I did take classes and studied light very closely while 
earning an MFA, but not all lighting designers need to do that.  With passion and desire, plus a lot of 
hard work, anyone can become a lighting designer! 

Q: What is one awesome thing and one challenging thing about your work as a lighting designer?

A: One awesome thing about my job is all the different types of lighting instruments, and cool 
technology I have to create my work. I am challenged every day to come up with a different way to 
tell the stories for the audience.  I am always having to “think outside the box” because each show is 
different. I must change the way I think about each one.  To be honest, that’s really the best part.  Every 
show is new, so I am never bored!

Q: What is your advice for young people who would like to pursue lighting design when they 
grow up?

A: Enjoy the world around you!  Take notice of the small things.  Light has a huge impact on your daily 
life.  Look at art!  Go to an art museum and experience how light works in paintings and the range of 
colors and textures that you find.  Experiment with light to see what you can make it do!  
The possibilities are endless! 

Thanks for sharing your work with us, Craig!

Behind the Scenes Spotlight: The Lighting Designer!



Explore More!
If you enjoyed Goosebumps: Phantom of the Auditorium - The Musical, be sure 
to check out these other great resources!

Books to Read:
1) Scary Stories to Tell in The Dark by Alvin Schwartz
        Folklorist Alvin Schwartz offers up some of the most alarming tales of horror, dark revenge, 
        and supernatural events of all time.

2) The Phantom of the Opera: The Graphic Novel by Gaston Leroux and Rod Espinosa
        A graphic novel based on the Gaston Leroux classic, in which a mysterious Phantom, living under the 
        Paris Opera House, uses music to win the love of an opera singer.

3) The Luck Uglies Series by Paul Durham:
        A fantasy and adventure series about a girl on a quest for the Luck Uglies, exiled people who can save his 
        town from the monsters invading it. 

DVDs to Watch:
1) Goosebumps the Movie by Sony Pictures
        A teenager teams up with the daughter of young adult horror author R. L. Stine after the writer's imaginary demons 
        are set free on the town of Madison, Delaware. Starring Jack Black. 

Places to Visit:
1) Dead Manor Haunted House at 7328 S. 179th Street, Omaha NE
        A not-for-profit haunted house for all ages that collects canned goods for local charities. 
        https://www.haunts.com/dead-manor-haunted-house-ne
        Phone: 402-853-2941

Season Sponsors Show Sponsors Opening night sponsor


