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Theater Etiquette
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will actively explore proper theater behavior.

Discussion:  “Etiquette is a word we use to describe the way people behave when 
they are in social situations with other people. What is the proper etiquette when 
you see a play? How should you behave during the show? Is it the same way 
you should act when watching a movie at home or playing outside? Is it okay 
to laugh during a play if you think it is funny?  Is it okay to talk to your neighbor 
during the performance?”

Brainstorming: As a class, create a list of ways that audience members might 
behave, good and bad, while in the theater.  Write these behaviors on the board in 
two different columns: one for “Good Theater Etiquette” and one for “Bad Theater 
Etiquette.”

Modeling:  Pick two students to come and sit in chairs in front of the class. Ask 
them to act out one of the “Bad Theater Etiquette” behaviors (with the teacher 
if desired) for ten seconds. Then have the class discuss why the behaviors were 
inappropriate and how they could be fixed. Now have the two students act 
out one of the behaviors under “Good Theater Etiquette” and discuss why this 
behavior is better.

Activity: Give the entire class one of the scenarios from their list of bad behaviors, 
like talking to their neighbor or not paying attention. Have the class act out this 
behavior for ten seconds then ask the students how they think this behavior 
makes the actors or the other audience members feel. Have them fix the behavior 
and act out this new scenario for twenty seconds. Repeat with a few other bad 
behaviors from the list.

Walk This Way!
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 10-15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies to explore different characters.

Materials: An open space.

Discussion:  “In The Doll Maker’s Gift, Zalushka is one of the most acclaimed 
doll makers in all of Europe. He makes all different kinds of dolls. Nora, the main 
character, uses her imagination to bring these dolls to life. We are going to turn 
ourselves into different examples of these dolls and walk like they might walk.”

Brainstorming:  Discuss with the students different types of dolls they might see 
Zalushka make in his shop: nesting dolls, ship captain dolls, dancing dolls, fairy 
dolls, boxer dolls. If these dolls came to life, how might they move?

Modeling:  Gather all the students on one side of the room. Tell them that they 
must do exactly what you do. Walk to the middle of the room as a specific kind of 
doll character, turn to your students and say, “Walk this 
way!” The students will walk behind you to the 
other side of the room just like you did.

Activity:  One at a time, students will walk 
to the halfway point in the space as their doll 
characters. Encourage them to not only change 
the way they’re moving their bodies, but also 
change their voices to match.

Pre-Show Activities



Write To Us!
Letters may be written to:

Michael Miller, Literary Manager
2001 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE  68102

Emails may be sent to:
Michael Miller at 

michaelm@rosetheater.org

Facebook:  Rose Theater – Omaha
Twitter:  @RoseTheaterCo

Free Funding Is Available for Field Trips!  
We understand that budgets are tight. That’s why we’re offering two great solutions 
to help pay for your school’s field trip expenses. Both Nebraska Arts Council and 
Target Stores are offering financial assistance to help undertwrite the cost of providing 
your students with experiences such as those provided by The Rose Theater. For more 
information, please visit www.nebraskaartscouncil.org (click “Grants” to see all 
categories) or www.target.com/fieldtrips.

Workshops at Your School
The Rose offers several workshops that can take place AT YOUR SCHOOL.  A 
professional Rose teaching artist can visit your classroom for one to five days in a 
one week time period to explore, through drama, a curriculum topic of your choice.  
To register your class for a workshop that will take place at your school, please 
contact Melissa Richter at (402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org.    

Workshops at The Rose
A workshop AT THE ROSE is the perfect way to explore themes from a school field 
trip show or learn about the profession of theater.  A professional teaching artist 
with a college degree in dramatic arts education will lead your class.  To register 
your class for a Workshop at The Rose, please contact Melissa Richter at 
(402) 502-4625 or melissar@rosetheater.org. 

Visit www.rosetheater.org for more information!

Want to book a workshop?upcoming
shows

Winnie the Pooh
BEST FOR Pre-K to 3rd Grade  

GENTLE CLASSIC ABOUT ACCEPTANCE • 65 MINUTES
Based on the book by A.A. Milne

Dramatized by le Clanche du Rand
Music by Allan J. Friedman

Lyrics by A.A. Milne and Kristin Sergel
Additional Lyrics by le Clanche du Rand

Join Pooh, Piglet, Eeyore, and Christopher Robin’s other 
friends in this gentle adaptation of A.A. Milne’s classic sto-
ries. Winnie-The-Pooh spends his days searching for honey, 
doing his exercises, and playing with his best friends. One 
day, the group learns that a new animal will be moving 

into the forest, one that Rabbit fears might be dangerous -- 
a kangaroo! The group’s plan to avoid this bouncy animal 

changes when they actually meet Kanga and her child 
Roo and learn just how much fun new members of the 

community can be.

Dragons Love Tacos
BEST FOR K to 4th Grade  

CHILD-FRIENDLY CARNIVOROUS COMEDY • 45 MINUTES
Written by Ernie Nolan.

Based on the Book By Adam Rubin and Illustrated By Daniel Salmieri.
Published by Penguin Group.

Discover the dietary delights and dilemmas of DRAGONS 
in this fun-filled farce! In this hilarious adaptation of Adam 

Rubin’s giggle-generating book, we meet Boy—and his 
faithful fido, Leroy--as they wrestle with a particularly 

stubborn homework problem. When Mom suggests that 
they take a break while she runs out to pick up dinner, a 

sharp-suited spokesperson on the TV suddenly draws Boy 
and Leroy into a documentary about dragons and their 

favorite food: TACOS!



A Mitzvah for You 
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies to create dynamic poses while working together.

Discussion:  “A mitzvah is a good deed you do without expecting payment or reward. Mitzvahs
are very important to Jewish culture. What are some of the mitzvahs we witnessed during 
The Doll Maker’s Gift? Mitzvahs are often acts of kindness that connect people to one another.”

Activity:  Split students into groups of 4-6 and have half of the groups standing on one wall 
and half on the opposite wall. Ask the first group to connect to one another--each student 
must be connected to someone else somehow. They must cross the room to the opposite wall 
while staying connected. Only one student can move at a time. Then, have the next group (on 
the opposite wall) connect to one another in a different way and cross with only one student 
moving at a time. Repeat with every group. After the first round, tell students that they can’t 
copy any other group as they create new poses as they cross the room. Complete several 
rounds in the same order. Cue groups as quickly as possible to encourage quick thinking 
and creativity!

Extension:  After a few rounds, have each group state an example of a mitzvah--something 
from the show or the students’ own lives--each time they cross the room!

Magic, Moldable Birch Wood 
OUT-OF-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 15 MINUTES

Objective: Students will use their bodies and imaginations to pantomime [or act out without 
words] different objects. 

Discussion:  “When Zalushka starts making dolls, he always begins with the best piece of birch 
wood. He must use his imagination in order to turn it into a beautiful object. Today, we are 
going to going to use our imaginations to turn my very special piece of birch wood into many 
different objects.”

Modeling:  Pantomime holding a log of birch wood. Show the students the log while explaining 
that it can turn into any object they can imagine. Pantomime sculpting the wood into an object 
such as a flower, bottle of bubbles, or jump rope, and show the students how to interact with 
the object (smelling the flower, blowing bubbles, jumping rope). Let students guess what the 
object is. Once they have guessed correctly, pantomime molding the object back into a piece of 
birch wood and pass the it to one of the students.

Activity:  Students will continue to mold the birch wood and interact with their objects. Once 
all students have had a turn, the birch wood will return to the teacher.

Extension:  The class could do another round of the activity without speaking! 

Post-Show Activities



 
 Meet the Artists, Sammy Buck and Brian Feinstein!

Sammy Buck’s shows have been performed on five continents. With composer Daniel 
S. Acquisto, he wrote the book and lyrics for Like You Like It (Playscripts/Broadway 
Licensing, Broadway Records Studio Cast RADcording) and StinkyKids® The Musical 
(TRW, Off-Broadway Alliance Award: Best Family Show, Vital Theatre). Bookwriter/
co-lyricist: Small Town Story (American Theater Group/SOPAC, NYTB commission, 
Richard Rodgers Award Finalist, Village Originals, NAMT Writers Residency Grant). 
Book: Leonard Bernstein’s Cast Party (Roundabout). Lyrics: The Doll Maker's Gift 
(Rose Theater) and And Then I Wrote A Song About It (Luna, Diversionary). Film: Red 
Hook (eOne Films, on Netflix/Showtime/Amazon Prime), Fade to White (Free Range 
Humans, on Amazon Prime). Emmy® winner with TVLand digital and creator of 

Structure! The Musical, Or Everything You Need To Know About Musicals You Can Learn from Star Wars. Winner, 
MAC Dottie Burman Award. Member of BMI and The Dramatists Guild, Inc. www.sammybuck.com

Brian Feinstein began his career in entertainment at the USC School of Cinema 
& Television and completed his master’s degree at NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts Graduate Musical Theatre Writing Program. His original compositions have 
since earned him rave reviews in The New York Times, six ASCAP Plus Awards, 
a Jonathan Larson Fellowship and the Anna Sosenko Trust Award. His original 
musical “GIRLSTAR”, directed by two-time Tony Award nominee Eric Schaeffer, 
recently premiered at the prestigious Signature Theatre in DC. Other credits include: 
“MIMI LEDUCK" starring the legendary Eartha Kitt (Off-Broadway), “THE TOP JOB" 
(licensed throughout the US), “THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO TOWN" (awarded best 
family musical in Southern California), among others. Brian’s compositions have 
been performed by the Boston Pops, the Indianapolis Philharmonic and a wide 

array of musicians and vocalists across the country, in Europe and on television. Brian is currently the resident 
composer and Program Associate for the 92Y’s Musical Theater Department in NYC. He also enjoys volunteering 
with the Tri-State Basset Hound Rescue League. www.BrianFeinsteinMusic.com 

Q: You composed the music and wrote the lyrics for Doll Maker's Gift. What about this story made 
you excited to write the music and lyrics for it? 
A: When we approach musicals, we want a story that sings. This story provides two worlds - a very 
real, somewhat frightening one for both children and adults, and then a fantastical world inside our 
main character’s imagination. It shows how to survive through both facing reality and using one’s 
innovation, cleverness and perseverance in order to triumph. That certainly makes us sing, so we want 
to give voice to those characters.

Q: What does a composer and lyricist do? Do you work together or separately when 
creating music?
A: It varies from collaboration to collaboration, show to show, and even song to song. Sometimes, 
Brian will have a feel for what the song moment is, write a piece of music, and then Sammy finds the 
words to fill that soundscape. Sometimes Sammy will come up with a lyric that creates a structure 
and a rhythm of its own and Brian sets it to music. Ultimately, though, the songs come from the 
story and the characters, so the collaboration is not just the two of us - everything comes from the 
inspiration and moments Ellarose and Fran [the co-book writers] create in the book of the musical.

Behind the Scenes Spotlight: The COMPOSER and LYRICIST!



Q: How did you become a composer and/or lyricist? Did you have to go to school or take 
special classes?
A: We each had formal training. Brian received his Masters degree in Musical Theater Writing from New 
York University, and Sammy studied musical theater at the BMI workshop in New York, which has 
fostered the last two generations of musical theatre writers. Each of us went to University of Southern 
California film school and learned much of the basics of storytelling. Throughout all of this formal 
training  we each carried a love of musical theatre and the endless desire to create. 

Q: What is something you're excited for the audience to experience in Doll Maker's Gift?
A: Triumph. This show is hopeful. There are some scary things in the world, but we hope everyone can 
relate to this family and village’s struggle to survive and thrive; enjoy the beauty of the music and 
bounce of the fun songs; and engage their imaginations.

Q: What is your advice for a young person who might want to write music for theatre?
A: Much like the journey in our show, never let go of your passion and the sparks of imagination - 
and while you create, hone your skills and knowledge, about music, storytelling, character. Find a 
program like NYU or BMI to learn more - you have talent and can only expand it when you learn new 
techniques. And write what you love.

Exploring the Job of THE LYRICIST:  Nora’s Inner Song 
IN-CHAIR ACTIVITY • 25-30 MINUTES

Objective: Students will create a song from the perspective of a character in The Doll Maker’s Gift. 
Materials: Paper and pencil

Discussion:  “The job of the lyricist is to create a musical poem out of dialogue or thoughts characters would say. We 
are going to try our own hand at creating a song from the perspective of Nora in The Doll Maker’s Gift.” 

Brainstorming:  Discuss some of the emotions Nora might feel during her song and what she might want to say. Talk 
through some different rhyming schemes students might want to use in their song (AABB, ABAB, ABABCC, etc.).

Modeling:  Create the first couple of lines of a song from Zalushka’s point of view together as a class. Ask the 
students when in the story the song takes place and what emotions Zalushka would be feeling. Then, write the first 
line on the board. Ask students what could rhyme with the last word of the first line. How can students use these 
words as inspiration for the next line? Write the second line on the board 
under the first.

Activity:  Students will work individually on their song lyrics. 
If they are stuck on rhyming words, encourage them to use a 
different word or to ask for help with those around them.

Side Coaching:  “What is a synonym for that word? If you’re 
having trouble rhyming, think about words that mean the 
same thing or even how you might be able to flip the lyric 
around.”

Extension:  Students may share their songs with other 
students. You could also split your class into small groups 
and assign each group a different character (Rosa, Mama, 
Papa, Pola, Zalushka). Each group must collaborate and create a 
song for their character. 



Explore More!
If you enjoyed The Doll Maker's Gift, be sure to check out these other great resources!

Books to Read:
1.) The Doll Maker’s Gift by Sashi Fridman

        The story from which the production is based! When pogroms in Eastern Europe force Nora’s family 

         to flee to America, the family discovers that they don’t have enough money to pay for everyone’s 

         passage. Good friends are priceless, and all obstacles can be overcome when there is a true desire to 

         help one another

Websites to Check Out:
1.) My Jewish Learning - https://www.myjewishlearning.com/ 

         This website holds a wealth of knowledge on Jewish history and culture. Check out the detailed description of the 19th 

         century pogrom situation as well as the Traveler’s Prayer that Nora’s family would’ve recited as they made their 

         way to America

2.) How to Make Challah - https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/how-to-make-challah/ 

         This is an easy step-by-step recipe for making challah, a bread that is often shared at Shabbat or holiday meals. Have your     

         students follow directions in order to make the bread, watch it rise over a couple of hours, bake, and enjoy!

Videos to Watch:
1.) How Nesting Dolls Are Made (2014) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70scy4tFaUM

         This video show the process of cutting and stripping trees, carving the wood, and painting nesting dolls. A 30-minute video that     

         can easily be fast-forwarded for an abridged viewing!
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